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FADE | N:
| NT. GRANDMA' S LI VI NG ROOM

There are two reclining chairs, a coffee table and a | arge
bag. GRANDMVA, a wonman in her seventies, is sitting in one chair.
She is holding a clipboard and pen, going over the list on the
clipboard.

GRANDSON, a young man, enters and sits in the other chair.

GRANDSON
Hey Grandma. How s it hangin'?

GRANDVA
| have no i dea.

Grandma reads fromthe clipboard.
GRANDMA ( CONT' D)

The | eadi ng cause of death is
birth.

Grandma goes |linp as if dead.

GRANDSON
Why do you do that?

G andnma cones back to life.

GRANDVA
Do what ?

Grandma reads again fromthe clipboard.
GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
Cremation is your last chance to
get fired up
Grandma goes |inp again.
GRANDSON
That. You say sonet hi ng grandi ose,
then act |ike you died.
G andma awakes.

GRANDNVA

|"m practicing. No, scratch that.
l"min training for the nost
inportant event left innmy life -
deat h.

(pause)

Not bad.



Grandma starts witing.

GRANDSON
Even if you do death well, it's
not |ike you get to hear the
appl ause.

GRANDIVA
That's good. Mnd if | use it?

Grandma continues witing.

G andnma

G andnma

G andnma

G andnma

G andnma

GRANDSON
Use it for what?

GRANDIVA
It's my list of things to say
just before |I die. You know, fanous
| ast words. | created a Iist and
|"mtrying themout to find the
best one. Since I'mone of the
few people to go into training
for death, | wll definitely be
remenbered for a long tine.

GRANDSON
Does it really matter?

GRANDIVA
Can you imagine if your |ast words
wer e sonet hi ng enbarrasi ng?

resets herself back into her ritual

GRANDIVA ( CONT' D)
| think nmy undies are riding up.

goes |inp.

GRANDSON
You're dead afterwards. Who cares?
wakes up and | ooks at the clipboard.

GRANDIVA
Death is nature's way of saying
"Ganme over."

goes |inp.

GRANDSON
This is stupid.

wakes up and crosses it off the clipboard.



GRANDVA
| know, | hate that one too.

Grandson gets up out of his chair.

GRANDSON
Dad said you were dead to us
al ready. | guess he was right.
Grandson starts to wal k out.
GRANDVA

You don't know. ..

Grandson st ops.

GRANDSON
| don't know what ?

GRANDIVA
Get ne ny purse.

Grandson gets the large bag and puts it on the table near her.
Grandna opens it, pulls out many odd objects and sets them
aside. She takes a picture out and gives it to G andson.

GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
That's ny parents.

GRANDSON
| don't renenber them 1 do
remenber Great Grandpa's funeral.

GRANDVA
That's how it always is. As tinme
goes on you forget nost of what
they did, but you al ways renenber
t hem dyi ng. You know what their
| ast words were?

Grandson sits back down.

GRANDSON
No.

GRANDIVA
Me either. And that's what |I'm
left with. I'"'mnot doing that to
anyone. |'m gonna gi ve people

sonet hing to renmenber ne by.

Grandma pi cks up her clipboard and | ooks at it.



GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
It's better to | ook good than to
feel good.
G andma goes |i np.

GRANDSON
That's Billy Crystal.

G andma wakes up and | ooks at her cli pboard.

GRANDVA
What ?
GRANDSON
Billy Crystal said that.
GRANDVA
Are you sure? | don't think he's
good | ooki ng.
GRANDSON
Yeah, |'m sure.
GRANDVA

My last words can't be sonething
soneone el se already said. Wuld
you go over the list and | ook for
any nore?

GRANDSON
Sur e.

G andma hands the list to G andson.

GRANDIVA
So why are you here? Shoul dn't
you be off chasing sone young
girl?

Grandma starts to grow anxious. She attenpts to peek at the
list. Grandson, seeing her struggle, shows her the list and
points out a line.

GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
Medi ocrity is overrated.

G andma goes |i np.
GRANDSON
| have a hard tinme approaching
girls.

G andma wakes up.



GRANDVA
| used to send your Grandpa little
gifts to get his attention. He
was shy al so. God rest his soul.

GRANDSON
He's not dead you know.

GRANDIVA
He is to ne. Trading ne in for
that school girl. He should be

arrest ed.

GRANDSON
She's only a year younger than
you.

GRANDIVA

Don't rub it in.

Grandma starts | eaning over to peek at the list. G andson points
out anot her entry.

GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
You get out of life what you put
intoit. Mnus fees.

Grandma goes |inp, but cones right back out of it.
GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
| never |iked that one. Gyve ne
anot her.
Grandson thinks to hinself.
GRANDSON
How about this? You don't have to
be stupid. It's a choice.
Imtating his G andma, G andson goes |inp.

GRANDIVA
Not bad for your first try.

G andson pops up.

GRANDSON
This is great. I'lIl conme over and
we can do this all the tinme. Think
of how prepared I'l|l be when

di e.

Grandma sees the potential for Gandson to waste his |ife away
doing this and it stops her.



GRANDIVA
Yeah. Think of it.

Grandma refills her bag wwth her stuff.

GRANDSON
What are you doi ng?

GRANDMVA
We're going out for ice cream
There are sonme young girls at the
ice cream parlor who need to neet
nmy grandson.

Grandma gets up and starts | eaving.

GRANDMA ( CONT' D)
You can bring ny purse.

GRANDSON
VWhat about the list?

GRANDIVA
Leave it. | think we've trained
enough.
G andson puts down the |ist.
GRANDSON

Wl come back

Grandson gets up and wal ks over to her. G andma realizes she's
been mani pul at ed.

GRANDIVA
| see. You're a pretty smart guy.

GRANDSON
| take after ny G andna.

Grandson takes the | arge bag and they start wal ki ng out.

GRANDSON ( CONT' D)
VWhat's your favorite ice creanf

GRANDIVA
Actually, ice creamgives ne the
runs.

Just as Grandma di sappears through the door, there is the sound
of sonething hitting the floor and the G andson | ooks concer ned.

GRANDSON
G andma?



FADE OUT
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